
6 December 2018 Term 4:  Week 9 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends,  

A sincere thank you to all members of the community that we able to attend the showcase 
of our Arts at the Christmas Concert. To see the pride of the students as they showed their 
family the completed art works and sculptures, the premieres of the integrated technology 
videos or their performance of the instrumental music or singing made all the persistence 
and hard work worth it. Thank you again to the talented and dedicated Mrs Lauren Veling 
who made all of this happen with the very capable and enthusiastic Miss Tickner.  

Firstly we keep in our continued thoughts and prayers the family of Jack Bugmy, our much 
loved staff member, who passed away suddenly earlier this term. As I have already 
announced we will keep Jack’s memory firmly in our school community with the 
landscaping and completion of “Jack’s Place” over the holidays. Our school and Jack’s 
family, along with other Brisbane Catholic Education schools Jack worked in, will open and 
bless this space in 2019. We also keep in our thoughts and prayers Sr Anne in her continued 
health battle and know that she will be doing everything in her powers to return to us 
sometime next year.  

We keep in our thoughts and prayers Mrs Caitlin Warren and Miss Emma Tickner for their 
blessing and well-being of their impending arrivals. As I mentioned at our End of Year 
Concert this blessing also comes with the guarantee of never sleeping again. We will 
formally farewell them in 2019 as they finish up their work commitments.  

We thank Mrs Lisa Parry and Mr Luke Hutcheon and wish them all the best in their future 
teaching careers. We thank Mrs Glenda Palmer, our dedicated cleaner, for her significant 
service over many years in our community. This service also included being a former parent 
and then employee. Glenda will finish up in her role at the end of 2018. We wish our Year 6 
Students all the best as they move into the next stage of their schooling. We know that this 
step although challenging will be exciting and fulfilling and have every confidence in you 
succeeding in the path you take.  

As Father Peter said in a school mass homily this year “Care about the ones in front of you 
now”. This is of particular importance during this Advent and Christmas liturgical season as 
our families enjoy each other’s presence not just the presents. Have a happy, peaceful and 
hope-filled holiday. We look forward to seeing you all returning rested and ready to go for 
an exciting 2019.  

To finish the year with a well-deserved treat the Brisbane Lions are shouting our students 

“Summer in the City” with an ice-cream for all students to promote the many different 

membership options you can take up. This amazing experience will happen on Thursday 

afternoon. We will also have joining us some AFL and AFLW players for a kick around to 

wear off our treats. If you have any Brisbane Lions gear that you would like signed please 

bring it in on Thursday. Whilst this is happening the Brisbane Lions media team will be 

taking some photos and footage. Any children who do not have wider media consent will 

not be included in these photos. 

SCHOOL FINISHES: A reminder that school finishes for the 2018 school year at 12pm on 
Friday, 7th December. Students can be picked up from their classrooms or bookings can be 
made through Kathryn and her team at WSACC if you require school care. WSACC provide a 
vacation care program right through the school holidays.  

Regards,  
Matthew Beacroft 
Principal 
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Date Claimers  

FRI 7 

Last Day of Term 4 
 

NO Free Dress 

Students to wear 
school uniform 
 

EOY Liturgy 

11.20 - 11.50am 

School Library 
 

SCHOOL FINISHES 
12 MIDDAY 

 

*All students MUST 
be collected from 
school at this time.  

OR 
*Arrangements 
made with After 
School Care (WSACC) 

2019 Term Dates 

Term 1 
(10wks) 

Wed 30 January - 
Fri 5 April  

Term 2 
(10wks) 

Tue 23 April -  
Fri 28 June 

Term 3 
(10wks) 

Mon 15 June -  
Fri 20 September 

Term 4 
(9wks) 

Tue 8 October -  
Fri 6th December 
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SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

It is a particularly special time for our Year 6 students and their families who will be 
completing their primary schooling at St Mary of the Cross. Yesterday we celebrated with 
Zac, Talarah, Shelliah and Kim with our Graduation Mass, presentations, cake and a special 
excursion to the movies. Thank you to the families and our friends for joining us to mark the 
occasion. It was an opportunity for our Year 6 students to reflect on their journey so far, 
cement friendships and look to the future, knowing they are never alone but always in 
God’s loving care. As Fr Peter spoke about during the Homily we each have a light to shine. 
Not to be hidden away in a box but to be shared so that everyone can see. We congratulate 
our Year 6 leaders and wish them well for the next part of their journey into high school. 

We will celebrate as a community with our End of Year Liturgy on Friday 7th December at 
11:20am in the library. We welcome Fr Peter again this week for this special occasion. 

As we enter the season of Advent and begin preparations for Christmas, take the time to 
reflect on the true meaning of this special time. I hope the holidays provide an opportunity 
to spend quality time with family and friends. For those not returning to our community in 
2019, we wish you all the best as you begin travelling a new pathway. May you always have 
fond memories of your time with us. 

I wish all families and friends of St Mary of the Cross a safe and happy holidays. May the 
Christmas season be filled with God’s love and blessings.  

Have a peaceful and joyous Christmas and a happy new year! 

Dean Estreich  
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

DECEMBER 

5th Gipsy 

8th Elijah 

12th Jack 

21st Jazelle 

26th Eloise 

28th Zander 

JANUARY 

8th Daniel 

11th Braxton 

15th Edward 

27th Julia 

30th Gustavo 

31st Savannah 

St Vincent de Paul wishes 
to thank the staff, pupils 
and parents for our 
generous donations 
towards our Christmas 
hampers for 2018.  

We just could not help 
people in need in our 
community without your 
continued support. 

Best Wishes for a happy 
holidays to you all. 
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Holiday Reading Ideas 

The Brisbane City Council Library is a wonderful and easily accessible resource for 
borrowing books. Many students love being able to apply for their own library card and 
participate in the wide range of activities on offer in our council libraries. ‘Feast on Books 
with Summer Reading’ is a great holiday challenge (details below).  

A cheap, rainy day holiday activity can involve visiting one of Brisbane’s second hand 
bookstores to find a hidden gem. Alternatively, why not have a clean out and donate some 
of your well-loved favourite books to the Lifeline Bookfest, or just swap a few of your old 
book favourites with your friends. Have you seen a Street Library in your neighbourhood? 
This Christmas, add a new book to your Christmas Wish List, or begin the Icelandic 
Christmas-Eve Tradition – Jolabokaflod (Christmas Book Flood). We hope some of these 
ideas help keep the reading bug alive on the holidays! 

Feast on books with Summer Reading at Brisbane City Council libraries! 

Council’s Summer Reading program 
kicks off from 15 December 2018 to 27 January 2019. 

Summer Reading returns these school holidays to encourage children to enjoy the 
experience of reading by collecting stickers to complete their Summer Reading pocket book. 
Participants can collect stickers for their pocket book each time they attend a Summer 
Reading library event or finish reading a book. Children who have collected 10 stickers in 
their pocket book will receive an exciting prize as a reward! 

For more information about the Summer Reading program, pick up a copy of What’s On in 
Libraries, visit the website or phone Council on 3403 8888. 

Happy (holiday) reading!  
Ms Nena Morgante (Teacher Librarian) 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
Mrs Nena Morgante 

UNIFORM 

SHOP 2019 

TUESDAY 22nd Jan 

10am to 2pm 

WEDNESDAY 23rd Jan 

10am to 2pm 

THURSDAY 24th Jan 
10am to 2pm 

SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

School banking has 
FINISHED for 2018. 

School banking starts 

MONDAY 
4th FEB 2019 

$5 includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack. 

Starts back 
FRIDAY 

8th FEB 2019 

KEYBOARD LESSONS with Steve Hawley 
We are very happy to offer Keyboard Lessons during school hours. Please contact 

Steve directly on 0431 014 375 if you are interested in this opportunity. 

Private & Group Lessons avail. (max. 4pp)     |     Mon & Tue from $15 per 1/2hr 

https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/facilities-recreation/libraries/joining-library
https://www.unitingcareqld.com.au/get-involved/events-and-courses/events/lifeline-bookfest-brisbane?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIx6_3nLnx3gIVgiQrCh3hRQ_3EAAYASABEgLa-vD_BwE
https://streetlibrary.org.au/
http://www.icelandwritersretreat.com/christmas-book-flood-beloved-icelandic-tradition/
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PASTORAL CARE  
Sr Anne Cannon 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

We have come to the end of another great year.  It only remains for me to wish you all the blessings of Christmas.  As you 
enjoy all that the festive season offers, it is good to remember the reason for the season.  I offer the following reflection as 
a different way to do so. 

 

THE M n M CHRISTMAS STORY 

Hold the M n M in your hand. 

Turn it and you will see 

The M becomes a W, then an E then a 3. 

They tell the Christmas story, 

One I’m sure you know. 

It took place in a stable, a long, long time ago. 

E is for the East, where the star shone so bright. 

M is for the manger, where Jesus slept that night. 

The 3 is for the wise men, that came, bearing gifts. 

W is for worship – alleluia! 

So, as you eat the M n M, or share it with a friend, 

Remember the meaning of Christmas, 

It’s a love story that never ends. 
 

 

 
Mary MacKillop offers this Christmas blessing so I share it with you too:  “I wish you every grace and blessing of this holy 
time with fondest love” – and I add, ‘with thanks for your support over recent months.  I hope to be with you again before 
the end of First Term. 

Have a safe and happy holiday,  

God bless, 
Sr Anne 
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PICTURES FROM THE ART SHOWCASE & GRADUATION 



07 3857 4803   |   pwindsor@bne.catholic.edu.au 
22 Grafton St, Windsor  Qld  4030   |   PO Box 535, Lutwyche  Qld  4030 

www.stmaryofthecross.qld.edu.au 
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